ROSS A. COLLIRS
206 Lamar Building
Msridian, Mississippi

Saptambar 18, 1950

General Walter Bedell Smith
¥irst Army Hsadouartsrs
Govarnor's Island, idsw York
Dsar Gsnsral:

I was in Washington a wask ago and tri=d to contact you but
lsarnad you have not yet reportsd fcr_yeur naw assigmment at
Central Intelliganca. I wantad to t21l you how fortunate is the
nation to have a man of your calibar and ability at the he=ad of
Cantral Intalligsnce and to say ihat I hopz you will anjoy your
naw work. oOince I failad to gat in touch with you I am sending
this nots to convey my good wishss and high rsgard.

It is my hops that I may ss2 you in ths not too distant
future.

#ith warmsst psrsonal regards, I am,

Your friend,

ozor v

Ross 4. Collins



22 Septenber 1950
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' Althmgh!uwmafthpmblm&udat
me, I am at the moment greatly encouraged and heartened by
the confidence which the President has seen fit to place in
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asde sanifeat by such latters as yours,
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